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INQUIRY. 

Popish writers inform us, that protestants add to 
and take from the scripture with as much composure 
as though their names were not to be taken from the 
book of life in the one case, or the plagues added in 
the other; and they say farther, that the reformation 
from popery tends to atheism and infidelity. I am 
sorry that there is the least ground for these asser- 
tions. When we consider the strenuous sentiment of 
these writers in maintaining the authenticity of the 
books, which we call Apocrypha, and their equal 
gard to the whole of the other books of the Old and 
New Testaments; we need not wonder at their a- 
bove remark. 1 do not know what they wiil say, 
when they find that the two first chapiers of Matthew 
and Luke with several of the first verses in John, 
must, likewise, be lopped off. Free inquiry and 
candid research is, undoubtedly commendable ; but 
ionovationsin religion upon light and trivial evidence: 
especially where additions to, or substractions from 
the scripture, are necessary ; is giving too much oc- 
casion for the Popish remark above mentioned. I 
come to the point to which I allude without any far- 
ther preliminary remarks, viz. to make some remarks 
on a piece entitled a disquisition on Luke. iv. 22. Is 
not this Joseph's son? shall not, at present, enter 
upon the merits of the cause whether Christ was or 
was not Joseph’s son by ordinary generation ; but I 
will make a few remarks on the manner in which 
this sabject is introduced. Whether this subject has 
ever appeared in public in America, till it appeared 
in the Universalist, 1 am not certain; but that it has 
made its appearance in the Gospel Advocate without 
my approbation,* I am certain. I love and es. 
teem the author of the disquisition, and am sensi- 
ble that his person ard character and erudition are 
entitled to our respect ; but, I believe, that the sud- 
den and positive manner of its introduction is not to 
be justified ; it isso far from the Apostle’s feeding 
with milk ; that it is cramming down the strong meat 
(if meat it may be calied.) There are many express- 
ions in the disquisition which go to criminate those, 





* The subscriber, witha view torender the Advo- 
cate an impartial medium of information to the pub- 
lic recommended the insertion of the article referred 
to during the absence of the Editor, and accompanied 
the same with a rernark designed to caution the rea-} 
der against forming any opinion as to my own septi- 
ments on that subject. If its appearance in the Ad- 
vocate is disapprobated, under the above circum- 
stances, I feel willing to receive all censure 
that may be considered just, at the same time declar- 
ing that the Editor’s hands are clear of any fault in 


who cannot see, and assertions in other respects, which 
are not correct. 

The following expression is not conclusive accord - 
ing to the best hght with which I am blest; viz.— 
“ hence it follows that the two first chapters of Mat- 
thew, the two first of Luke and the five first verses 
of John are either spurious or Mark is a false witness.” 
Now I must have my eyes wonderfully enlightened, 
or darkened, or some alteration must take place, be- 
fore the expression will ever be correct in my esti- 
mation. J always have and sti!l do believe that 
Mark’s introduction, «* The beginning of the gospel, 
&c.” is consistent with those chapters and verses.— 
A slim argument iadeed, why we shoyld reject Mat- 
thew, Luke and John in part because they did not 
begin their history of Jesus Christ as Mark did. The 
same way of argument would lead us to reject Mark, 
because he did not begin his history as the others did, 
and to reject them all because no one agrees with 
another. 


The author of the disquisition says farther, ‘ In. 
deed one would be almost inclined to think from the 
beginning of Mark’s gospel, that he had seen the spu- 
rious additions of Matthew and disavowed them as 
making any part ofthe history of cur Lord.” Why 
could he not with equal reason have said, that as 
Matthew and Luke had written the introduction to 
the history, that, therefore, Mark should view it un- 
necessary for him, and therefore, omitted it? why 
does it follow, that those introductions must be spu- 
rious or Mark a false witness? I do not see this.— 
Four men write the history of Washingtor: ; three of 
them begin back and shew, his pedigree and go on 
with his personal acts ; the fourth begins with his 
personal achievements and l.oks no farther back.— 
Now is the introduction of the three first a spurious 
account, or the history of the last a falsehood? I 
cannot, I will not draw this conclusion. No man is 
warranted in doing it. Soueitheram ! orany other 
man, warranted in saying, that the intreduction of 
Matthew, of Luke and Jobn (treating of Christ’s ped- 
agree) is spurious or that Mark is a false witness.— 
I believe, seriously, thatsuch lopping off will bring 
men to be infidels as to the whole scripture; and I 
beliepe farther, that I can produce as conclusive rea- 
sons for denying the whole of Matthew, Luke and 
:John, as the author of the disquisition can to lop offa 
part. I wish not,and I mean not to enter intoa 
public debate on the merits of this case; If my suc- 
cossors in the Advocate see fit, and view themselves 
adequate to the task ; so be it; but I never purpose 
to lend any aid to, nor withstand the arguments on 





relation to that subject. L. S. EVERETT. 


| the merits of this cause; for I believe that the debate 
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would be a disadvantage to the cause of truth. [| 


What a spectacle of sorrow and reproach is q 


mention once more, that I do not think that this argu- | drunken man or woman! Jn such a case the 


son of David ifhe were not the son of Joseph. That 


ment is conclusive, viz. that Jesus could not be the | are exposed to scorching heat by day, and blas. 


ting damps by night. 


They are exposed to all 


he must be Joseph's son in order to be David’s son.— | the insults of men, and to all the dangers which 


Neither do I believe that the pedigree of Luke diff- 
ers essentially from taatof Matthew. From Abra- 
ham to David it is exactly the same, both meeting in 
David. From David to Joseph the reputed father of 
Jesus the names in Luke differ from those in Mat- 
thew ; yetthey are from the same root David, ang 
end in the same issue at last. I would wish for frec 
inquiry on every religious subject ; but I believe that 
so important a point as the one whether Christ be 
the son of Joseph by natural generation, ought to be 
treated with the greatest modesty and candor and 
fairness possible ; butif it be found to be a truth» 
since the world is established in the opposite belief, a 
positive and dogmatical manner of defending it will 
not be calculated to gain proselytes, but will wound 
the feelings of sincere and tender minds, —Eprror. 





ON TEMPERANCE. 

Temperance respects the moderate and pru- 
dent use of meat and drink, together with the 
government of our passions and desires. Noth- 
ing can, perhaps, be more beneficial both to 
the enjoyment of health, peace of mind and the 
accumulation of property. It is remarked of 
wisdom, that her ways are ways of pleasantness 
and that al! he: paths are peace. ‘This applies 
to temperance among other excellences of chris- 
tianity. ‘Temperance is a way of wisdom, and 
is a way of pleasantness ; it is a way of peace. 
As for 

The glution, * he groans and loathes to eat, 
His soul abhors delicious meat.” 

His appetite being gratified to an unreasonable 
degree, he becomes a burden to himself, and 
that which, with an unsatiated appetite, would 
be sweet and pleasant, becomes loathesome and 
disgusting. The full soul loathes the honey- 
comb. Prov. xxvii. 7. The intemperance, 
which consists in our eating, impairs the consti- 
tution in general ; it weakens the limbs, troub- 
les the system of the nerves, debases the mind, 
and hastens the subject to a state of uselessness 
and to death itself. We have no better caution 
in this case, than that in Prov. xxiii. 1, 2, 3, 
When thou sittest with a ruler to eat,consider dil- 
igently what is before thee: And puta knife to thy 
throat, if thou be a man givento appetite. Be 
not desirous of his dainties, forthey are deceitful 
meat. As for 


“The drunkard, he feels his vitals waste, 
Yet drowns his health to please his taste.” 


surround them without any reason or power to 
defend themselves. Such a man, and especial. 
ly in his drunken situation, is despised and js 
considered a disgrace to his species. But tem. 
perance, how conducive art thou to health, to 
usefulness and repose? How worthy is thy 
practice, how forcible and amiable is thy exam. 
ple? 

As for passions, we may be intoxicated with 
them and lose the use of our reason as teally, 
as if we were intoxicated with wine or strong 
drink. Who can endure, or who can be safe 
in the society of a madman? He who castet); 
about firebrands, arrows and death, is as much 
to be dreaded,as a bear when she is robbed of he; 
wheips. Anangry and contentious man or 
woman is a bane to society and a_ disturber of 
domestic felicity. But the person of self goy- 
ernment, who curbs and restrains his passions 
has every advantage over his antagonist. He 
that ruleth his spirit is greater than he, who 
taketh acity. Prov. xvi. 32. A violent man 
enticeth his neighbor and leadeth him into the 
way that is not good. Prov. xvi. 29. Hence,in 
the government of our passions there is every 
thing to hope, in their lawless and ungoverned 
sway, there is every thing to fear. 

As for our desires, we may be as unreasona- 
ble and intemperate ir them as in our meat, 
drink or passions. Our desires ought to be 
bounded by some shore as well as our appetites 
and passions. When men soffer their desires 
to be exercised withovt limit or control; it is 
uncertain what the issue will be ; and yet it is 
pretty certain that such unlimited desires are 
near neighbors to knavery and dishonesty. 

REMARKS 

Temperance, in all our conduct, is much to 
be commended, and its opposite to be disprais- 
ed. Wemay say with St. Paul, in other partic- 
ulars; if there be any virtue and if there by any 
praise, think on these things. 

Nothing can be more important than that 
the youth should be trained up in the habits of 
sobriety ; in temperance of eating and drinking 
and in the due regulation of their passions and 
desires. This lays a foundation for auseful and 
accomplished manhood ; it days a foundation for 
the stability, respectability and happiness of the 
commonwealth; gives individual peace, strength- 
ens and confirms confidence in each other, 10 
life, and must, I am confident, afford great sat- 
isfaction in the hour of death. This is to fight 





Notwithstanding intemperance in drinking, by 
all wise and good men, is and ever has been dis- , 
countenanced and condemned ; yet it is prac- | 
ticed greatly, and appears to be a growing evil. | 
The effects, for the time being, are helplessness | 
and insensibility ; together with wounds and 
bruises, and many times, with putrifying sores. | 


the good fight. This is to war with principali- 
ties and powers, with the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, and with spiritual wickedness 10 
in high places. Therefore let every one be 
armed with the whole armor of God, and_hav- 
ing done all, to stand fast and immoveable a- 
gainst all opposition and every temptation.— 
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Look not on the wine when it is red, when it 
giveth its color in the cup, for at the ast it 
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. 
Prov. xxiii. 31,32. Benot among wine bib- 
bers, among riotous eaters of flesh; for the 
drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty 
and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.— 
EDITOR. 


“THE MONTTOR. 


** Open rebuke is better than secret love..—Proverbs, 














TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


SIR—By this I can inform you, that I duly receiv- 
ed the No. of your work dated Sept, 2, and in the 
main am gratified with the intelligence it contained. 
Your essay on ‘** honesty” in which you vindicate that 
perfection, is essential to all mankind in this present 
life, and that is what, in my opinion cught to be 
sougat for, urged, and patronized by the whole hu- 
man family; For without perfection this world can 
never produce the man you have described as the 
honest man. I also feel gratified that you have han- 
dled me so tenderly. 

I have for thirty years, been unsuccessfully ap- 
plying to all the Editors throughout these U. S. that 
t could hear of, who seemed to possess any share of 
liberality, by sending as I have to you, a specimen of 
the matter I wanted to have brought to public view. 
But when I received any kind of answer it contained 
the most abusive contempt from all but one beside 
yourself, and he is the Editor of the Reformer, whose 
work I take, and have sent him considerable of differ- 
ently worded essays on the same sentiment, in order 
to try to lead him into an understanding of my mean- 
ing: lorhe, like you and all the rest of mankind, 
vindicates the idea, that human nature is the book 
of God, and that he hath inserted in every man’s 
heart his immutable law. This spot is where I leave 
the world to follow Christ the Saviour, by denying 
inyselfand renouncing the dictates of common sense. 
! have found both at enmity to the rules and princi- 
ples he has given as the Saviour of the world. And I call] 
upon you, Calvin, and every other man in the world, 
(oshow, by the words of him who said, “* Iam the way, 
the truth, the lieht, and life,” that eternal life is ruar- 
anteed upon any other conditions, than by renouncing 
the life we have by Adam’s generation, (which stands 
exactly counter to the spirit and power of the Crea- 
tor) and following the directions of his new creation, 
which is the man Jesus Christ, whose DIRECTIONS 
are the saviour of everyman who will receive.them, 
and none else. Now sir; how can it be possible that 
you andl can think alike? you believe in Adam, I 
believe in Christ :—Adarn is death, Christ is life; 
and no two things canbe at greater enmity. You 
vindicate the idea that the requiremenis of your pres- 
ent life are the law of God to you: it was once so to 
me; you say that common sense is the criterion for 
vour readers to get a knowledge of revelation, and I 
know it to be the appeal ofall mankind. But believe 
me, orrather, Jesus,that it wiil ever be found deficient. 

The only fault I have to find with any thing you 
have said, is your third reason for not publishing my 
former communication. You say a dogmatical spirit 
is so apparent that but little, if any good can result 
from its entire insertion. Now, sir, | will be candid 
and tell you where I think you are unfair in that 
sentence. Yourunfairnessconsistsin saying “* should 
it be thought expedient, hereafter, to make some ex- 
tracts from it, we may doso, and accompany the 
same with some remarks.” This, to me, is not can- 








did. #ither exclude the whole, or insert the whole : 
This I would receive as fair treatment. You request 
your friends and enemies, at a distance, as well as at 
home to favor you with communications of inierest 
to the enquiring mind ; and add *‘ come, and let us rea- 
son together, saith the Lord.” Ifyou feel yourself 
bound to live to this proposition without partiality, 
you are the only man IJ have found get I would ap; ly 
to. You must confess that my sentiments are new and 
unthought of by mankind ; aud you cannot think for 
another; and if you hinder others from seeing any 
thing but what is truth to you, you may be the bar 
yourself, to hinder truth from coming to light. If 
my researches had produced nothing but what common 
sense could approve, I would be certain I had obtain- 
ed nothing. If you choose, you may insert this, in- 
stead of my former communication. From the 
STRANGER AND PILGKHID. 


United, Siates of America, Sept. 9th, 1825. 
REMARKS. 


We have given the above an insertion with a view 
to gratify, for once, * the Sivanger and ‘Pilgrim ;” 
who complains of many abuses from ourselves and 
others. His “*new doctrine” i. now laid belore the 
world and appears to be this. 1. Common sense 
must be discarded, because, peradventure, it will 
lead us astray from the ** wav” which the ** Stranger 
& Pilgrim” has found out. 2. Afier common sense & 
old Adam are well out of the way then Christ must be 
followed. 3. The directions of Christ constiinte the 
saviour of cvery man who will receive them, &c.— 
Each of the above particulars shall receive attention. 

1. The notion which our friend has conceived and 
brought forth, that common sense * will ever be found 
deficient” in leading mankind *toget a knowedge 
of revelation” is by no means an illegitimate child, 
for its mother was formerly superstition, and its orig- 
inal father Priestcraft! When mankind discard 
common sense {which is the best sense ia the world,) 
and refuse to abide by the dictates of reason, all that 
remains to be done, is, to put a hook into their noses, 
and lead them into the dark shades of monkish despo- 
tism, or thecells of heathen fauaticism. Of one thing 
we may be certain: God himself gave man his 
reason and therefore it should be respected. But 
we are not certain that the * Pilgrim and Stranger” 
is divinely inspired, that his doctrine is either reason- 
able orscriptural. No:—bis first work will be to give 
an opiate to the understanding. & his second will be to 
cram down the necks of stupid intelligences the rag- 
ged and tattered remnants of popery itself, or some- 
thing else. We do not wonder that the Editors, to 
whom our friend bas so often applicd, were dispo- 
sed nottoinsert hiscommunications: For the dark 
day has gone by wien such disquisitions are to be 
approbated by rational beings! <A “new way is 
found out, whereby men can arrive at the summit of 
intellectual enjoyment,”—a way, which, frequently 
before the days of our friend, has been discarded. — 
Mankind have discovered ihat they are rational be- 
ings; and that they can thisk, act. speak, and judge 
for themselves! If our friend will read the pages of 
ecclesiastical history he may learn, that thousands 
before himself, have discarded common sense. And 
when he has read with attention, the fate which these 
deluded and janatical beings have experienced, he 
may thank bis God, that intelligent Editors have neg- 
lected io make proclamationof his ideas! But for 
the gratification of the “Stranger and Pilgrim,” we 
admit for one moment his premises. Our friend must 
admit on his part that Christ is our great example.— 
And what follows ? Ans. Jesus Christ, according to 
our friend’s doctrine, was nota man of common sense 
We wonder, that he should teach the doctrine of our 
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Pilgrim and Stranger, and weglect to tell his follow- | of God means the reign of Christ on earth — 
ers to their faces, that they would be damned if they | Now if this is correct, what shall we do with the 
retained their senses !—** Mene, mene, &c.” 2. We following scripture. John iii. 3. Except : 


admit with our correspondent, that if less were done : rs 
in compliance with the dictates of old Adam (by | ™@? be born again he cannot see the kingdom 


which we mean the earthly man) it would be far bet- of God. 5th # Except a man be born of water 
ter for mankind. But in our opinion, one of the | and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the king. 
worst tricks ever played off upon man, by the old | dom of God.” And xviii. 36, “ Jesus answer. 
man ©! sin, is that by which he undertakes to make ed, my kingdom is not of this world.” And ] 
us lay aside our common sense! Reason and otha | Cor. vi. 9th, “ know ye not that the unrighteous 
mon sense, as well as the scriptures, informs us that shell not inherit the kingdom of God.” Be not 


‘the way of the transgressor is hard,” and if we lis- é : 
ten to the instruction thus afforded, we shall cease to deceived, (so say Ito you my friend, be not 


do evil & learn, by experience todowell. 3. ** Stran- deceived. ) Again, 15th and 50th, “* Now this 
ger and Piigrim” maintains that the directions of | I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot in- 
Christ constitute the Saviour of every man who | herit the kingdom of God.” 

will receive them, &c. Now for our part we be-} As ty doctrines, and principles, I stand en- 
heve that Almighty Ged is our Saviour, and that a tirely unconnected with any, but my own ; and 


willing obedien the dircctions of Christ consti- ‘ 
part cer prese aed vein Forwe read that ** God | 4 present, I can discover for myself, many er- 
is the Saviour of all men especially of* them that be- | Tors In the doctrine of the Advocate, for which 
lieve.” reason I have made my former and these inqui- 
To conclude: There isa possibility of some mis- | ries ; but yet | shall maintain my own grouad 
take in the doctrine of our friend; andif we may | of belief, and that until sufficient and convinc- 
presume to offer one word of advice, we would cau- ing testimony is brought against my position. 
tion him agaist mictaking tue flights of our untutor- Yours, &. S. CROSBY. 


ed imagination for the immediate operations of the - ~ hs 
spiritot God. There have been men, who have| Little Valley, Aug. 29, 1825. 





lowed after the vain imaginations of their hearts; REPLY. 
and generally speaking, they have been losers It was expected, when the first communication v; 
by it. There were men in former times who; Mr. Crosby was received and published, that the 
imagined that they had within them a legion of devils, | ground which be liad taken was that of a fair objector 
bot a word from the man Christ Jesus set the matter | to the doctrine which teaches that all men sha!l event- 
right—and probably the men were much relieved | ually be saved from sin; nor can we yet believe, 
by his interposition. JONATHAN. | thatan enlightened republican; one who has long 
ttiaas | been favored with the confidence of his fellow citi- 
INQUIRY. | izens, is dispored after all, to shrink from any candid 


£ eae nro oe 
T —_— ' . } investigation ofapy matters of difference existing be- 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. ' (ween us, or (hat he will avoid making a frank ac- 


Sin; In your reply to my former inquiries, ¥ | nowledgemcut whenever he may have been con- 


conclude you have mistaken my meaning, in| strained to admit the truth of some ideas of which he 
one point at least. bas formerly disapproved. 

In page 236 of the Advocate, you say, “ the Should we ever be successful in removing avy of 
word eternal does not prove the eternity of God.” | his objections to the doctrine of God's impartial good- 
I did not undertake to prove the eternity of ness, we should be quite happy; but if our candid la- 


. be bors should be thus blessed aud inade effectual—even 
» 2 y ¢ S ~ a ‘ = 
God, but J intended to prove the unlimited sense ' soefiectnal thatasense of duty should compel our 


of the word eternal. I think the editor will ad- | fread to confess the truth, we cannot promise him the 
nit, that aneun is nothing more than the name | smiles uf the world or the approbation of thuse who 
of an existing thing, ora kind of notion we | assume the title of © pious.” But there is a certain 
have of a thing, as God, Tree, &c. There are | Joy oF peace ip believing, which, to the oe 
gods many and trees many. Now the noun, mag sa mare ee Yon “non wage hs a. 
tree, does not express its quality, length or na- ee ee 


arias . “| To this “ feast of fat things,” we would gladly wel- 
ture ; neither does the noun God, express His | come our opposing brother, and would hail his enter- 


attributes ; nor do we know by the noun God, | ence inte this kingdom of peace, as the brightest day 
What is meant, whether a dum idol God, or the | of his present life. 
Almighty God, without other words to express Tie conciuding remarks in the above communica- 
° i ra is » Bei : : es . " es iS- 
its quality. The editor will also admit that the ; UP have led to this digression. He says, “ at pre 


“ucti . ent I can discover, for myself, many errors in the 
adjec s3e ‘ ‘ ’ ’ a 
ns ater eed nde = the quality of the noun and doctrine of the Advocate,” &c. All this is undoubt- 
if so he will perceive thata noun or name of a 


ely [ ) OF . edly true. But if the above communication is a fait 
thing is not in the jeast expressive in itself of | statement of his“ present” objections, pray let it be 
its quality, so then the quality must be in the | inquired what has become of the host of those hereto- 
adjective : So that the noon cannot extend the | fore urged against our doctrine ? On looking o 
expression of the adjective, but the adjective | ver the subjects before agitated, we find many 
shews the extension of the noun ; from which I | material considerations, which have been left un- 
conclude, that the word eternal cannot at one | noticed by our friend Crosby. One after an- 
time be extended to an unlimited extent of mean- | other has been left by the “ way side,” either 
ing, and at another time have a limited sense,as | badly wounded or sadly neglected! And we do 
the Advocate seems to carry the idea. sincerely hope, that Mr. C. will not, like the 

I would now inquire a little further. The} Priest and Levite of old, go by on the other side 
Advocate says, in page, 190, that the kingdom | and leave his old companions to slide down the 
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current of time to the shades of forgetfulness, 
lest we should be compelled hereafter, to act 
the part of the “ good Samaritan,” by gathering 
them together and doing the work which of 
right belongs to our correspondent. He farther 
says that he “ shall maintain his own ground of 
belief, notil sufficient and convincing testimony 
is brought against my position.” All this is jer- 
fectly proper. But if we should be so fortunate 
as to bring forward sufficient and convincing 
testimony, we hope our friend will “ report pro- 
gress” as often as we succeed in convincing him 
of the correctness of our own premises and the 
errorsof his own. This being premised, we 
come to a consideration of the two difficulties 
expressed by our friend, which we suppose are 
his principal objections to our doctrine. 

The first objection, appears to rest upon the 
signification of the word eternal. He quotes a 
clause in a former reply which says “ the ad- 
jective ‘ eternal does not prove the eternity of 
of God ;” and goes onto contend to the contra- 
ry. But if Mr. C. has succeeded, we are una- 
ble to discover it. What has he proved? Ans. 
That the adjective, qualifies the noun. Well, sup- 
pose this self-evident fact admitted. What follows? 
Ans. That,if the adj. eternal literally signifies 
endless duration, then when applied to God it 
proves the infinitude of his existence! But this 
only brings us back to our starting place. The 
question is not whether the adjective eternal 
qualifies the noun God or not ; but whether the 
word eternal of itself signifies endless duration / 
Let it first be shown that the adjective atonion 
signifies endless duration and we submit; but 
let it be remembered that some other proof 
must be offered than the fact that our transla- 
tors have rendered it by the word eternal, 
and applied it to things both of limited and un- 
limited duration. We no more doubt the fact 
that the translators have done thus than we do 
that Buffalo is in the county of Erie and State 
of New-York ; but we are very far from believ- 
ing that Mr. C. has done any thing towards 
proving the incorrectness of our former position, 
by contending that the adjective eternal quali- 
fies the noun God. Suppose weadmit the fact, 
what next ? Why, Godis an eternal God. Well 
then, suppose further that some Universalist 
should say that the adjective aionion only sig- 
nifies a long continued duration. How would 
Mr. Crosby prove that it means any thing 
more? Let Mr. C. or any other man under- 
take to prove that it means any thing more, and 
we will either refute him or acknowledge our- 
selves mistaken. 

Mr. Crosby contends that “ the adjective e- 
ternal cannot at one time be extended to an un- 
limited extent of meaning, and at another time 
have a limited sense, as the Advocate seems to 
carry the idea.” Well, then; we leave Mr. C.to 
settle the difference with the writers of the bible, 
for they use the words eternal, everlasting, and 
forever in a limited sense, and if they ever use 
them in an unlimited sense, they and Mr. C. 











are fairly at issue, and we will be excused from 
any interference in the controversy. 

Again: Mr. Crosby desires us to inform him 
what we shall do with the following scripture. 
John, iii, 3. Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. Ans. We 
believe every word of it. And farther we be- 
lieve, that except a man be born of the water, 
and spirit, or if it pleases our friend any better, 
unless he be regenerated or renewed in tie inner 
man, he cannot enter into, or enjoy the kingdom 
of Christ on earth. We believe that no unrigh- 
teous man, nor any unclean thing can enter 
therein. So far we go according to our former 
exposition of the phrase kingdom of God. But 
our friend has thrown an objection in our way 
which must now be removed. Mr. C. quotes 
John xviii. 36. ‘My kingdom is not of this world.’ 
This text literaliy signifies that the kingdom of 
Christ was not of that age. But we have no 
objection to the idea that it was not of this pres- 
ent world. But even if this be correct, it ouly 
gees in connexion with other passages, to prove, 
that his authority was not of earthly origin. — 
The plain and simple idea conveyed by those 
words is merely that his kingdom was not 
like those of earthly kings. When he said to 
his disciples the kingdom of God is within you; 
and to the Jews the kingdom of God is among 
you, he did not mean that heaven, the bright a- 
bode of angels and souls redeemed from sin and 
death was there, nor that they were in that hap- 
py place. A want of time forbids prolixity. 





MORAL DEATH. 
The soul that sinneth, it shall die. 

The scriptures are remarkably explicit in de- 
claring that every sinner shall be punished for 
his own sins; that the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him ; that the wicked- 
edness of the wicked shall be upon him, and 
that there shall be no exemption, for he that do- 
eth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he 
hath done ; and there is no respect of persons. 
Yet, notwithstanding this solemn declaration of 
the God of truth, many are striving to escape e- 
ternal damnation, which, they contend, is the 
punishment they justly deserve, and one which 
God, who cannot lie, has denounced on every 
transgressur ; the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 
If it be true that any one deserves eternal punish- 
ment, it must certainly beinflicted, orthe Judge 
of the whole earth will not do right. Should it 
be urged that Christ has died for some, and borne 
their puaishment, whereby they are liberated 
from the sentence of endless ruin, it isasked on 
what authority this statement is made, as it not 
only opposes the scripture, but is a most palpa- 
ble violation of justice. Reason and inspira- 
tion concur in saying it is perfectly equiieble 
that the sinner should suffer for his own crimes, 
and that he is the only person who can be pun- 
ished. Thishowever, destroys the idea that 
sinners may be exempted from punishment be- 
cause Jesus has endured it for them, as nothing 
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he suffered could have been their doom, for 
guilt necessarily precedes a righteous infliction, 
and he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa- 
rate from sinners. 


works, this awful denunciation is certain to all 
who have transgressed, or the power or veraci- 
ty of God must fail. Tt might be contended that 
a gracious Father could pardon some of his reb- 
el children, and that should this be the case, the 
force of our reasoning would be destroyed. Al- 
though there is some plausibility in this objec- 
tion, it should be recollected that God is not at 
liberty to remit punishment, since he has posi- 
tively declared that the sinner shall die.— 
Should aot the sinner die according to the orig- 
inal and unchanging import of the threatening, 
the veracity of God must be sacrificed; but 
should he die according to the penalty of the 
law, and should there be eternal perdition, there 
is no hope for one of our race, as & is believed 
we come into existence under the wrath and 
curse of God, and with a sufficiency of original 
sin to condemn us forever. But should we not 
come inte life in this desperate condition, it is 
well known that al! who live long enough to dis- 
tinguish right from wrong become transgressors ; 
hence coniinued being would neither brighten 
hope, nor provide one mean of escape. 

Though human governments reserve to them- 
selves the power of forgiving criminals, it is on- 
ly because they cannot foresee all coming e- 
vents; but did they possess the clearest pres- 
cience, the right of pardoning would not remain 
with tiem, but it would be a constituent part of 
the law, and all the circumstances in which it 
could be exercised would be particularly men- 
tioned in the statute. But as the law of God 
does not iatimate, even by the most distant im- 
plication, that his eternal foresight points out a- 
ny case in which it would be proper to remit 
punishment, we may be sure there is none, for 
with an unclouded knowledge of all futurity he 
solemnly avers, the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die. 

Moreover those, who contend that eternal 
punishment isthe penalty with which each trans- 
gressor is threatened, assert that God has de- 
nounced that whichhe can neverinflict; as itis 
obvious a time will never come when this doom 
will have been suffered, it is equally clear it can 
uever be imposed. The amount of this opinion 
consequently is, that God will never be able to 
finish a just purpose, though he will be eternally 
striving to effect it. But the scriptures give 
strong and repeated assurance that every man 
shall be rewarded according to his works, and 
that there is.no respect of persons, or partiality 
with God; how then can the doctrine of end- 
less misery be true, when it can never be inflic- 
ted, and when of consequence no person will 
ever be recompensed, if eternal damnation be the 
penalty of breaking God’s law? We must 
therefore conclude that ifall are sinners, no future 








| happiness can be rationally anticipated by any 
one, or transgressors may endure the punish- 
ment which God threatens, and afterwards ep- 
But if the penalty of the law | joy felicity. 
be endless damnation, and God have said that | 


every man shall be rewarded according to his | 


In confirmation of the latter sen- 
timent we are told by the apostle that no chaste- 
ning for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous ; nevertheless, afterward, it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
who are exercised thereby. Were there no end 
to the chastisement, no good could result to the 
sufferer; butshould the correction terminate, its 
beneficial consequences might be long and joy- 
fully realized. 

From all that has been said we rationally in- 
fer the death or misery with which the sinner 
is threatened in the divine law is terminable, 
and that it will ultimate in his benefit, for God 
will by no means clear the guilty, nor will he con- 
tend forever. This view of the subject puts the 
most effectual estraint on sin; and gives the most 
powerful encouragement to virtue; honors the 
divine character ; endears the paternal govern- 
ment of Heaven, and prompts the family of man 
to exclaim, the Lord reigneth ; let the earth re- 
joice, let the multitude of isles ve glad. Bat 
should any be punished in their substitute, or 
become righteous through the virtue of another 
they might sin with absolute impunity, and be 
transfered to angels in the temper of their hearts, 
without a single effort to become holy. Then 
let each one remember that he who doeth right- 
eousness is righteous, that he who committeth 
sin is of the devil, and the truth of imputed sin 
or righteousness has never been experienced. 





Spiritual desolation in New-Hampshire. 


When the piece entitled pious fraud was 
printed in our last No. it was net expected such 
palpable evidence of falsehood would soon be 
exhibited, as the following article furnishes, but 
this is an age of great wonders, and the chris- 
tian, who speaks the truth of his religious oppo- 
ponents, is not the least marvel of our times. It 
has been well known for years that Calvinists 
and Trinitarians considered all other denomina- 
tions of christians unregenerated Pagans, and 
in a fit state for missionary teaching, though it 
was not understood that truth had been as gross- 
ly falsified in any case as the present, or that 
these modern Jesuits had concluded to speak 
wickedly for God, and to talk deceitfully for 
lim. If these holy men give such correct ac- 
counts of New-England, where we have an op- 
portunity of discovering the imposition in ashort 
time, what credit should attach to the reports 
they frame sixteen thousand miles from home, 
under the strongest inducements to make the 
representation flattering, and with the fairest 
prospect of escaping all scrutiny ? When men, 
exposed to powerful temptations, they should be 
the more carefully watched, for until they cease 
to be human beings, they will remain both treach- 
erous and frail, notwithstanding their highest at- 
tainments in grace and knowledge. Let each 
then guard his character and property with un- 


















remitting vigilance, and be cautious lest he put 
too great confidence in any brother.—Inguirer. 


In a late address of the Rev. Mr. Burt, deliv- 
ered before the Massachusetts Domestic Miss- 
ionary Society, the Orator made the following 
statement, to show the necessity of sending mis- 
sionaries to New-Hampshire. 


“¢.1 am a sojourner in the very centre of spir- 
tual desolation. (Durham, N. Hampshire. )— 
Within fifty miles of the place where 1 dwell 
there is a population exceeding 100,000, and I 
am altogether within the truth when I assert that 
40,000 of these inhabitants are now living with- 
out the pale of christian institutions, and are go- 
ing into eternity, without one hope, or one bles- 
sing from the gospel.” 

One of the benighted inhabitants of Mr. Burt’s 
region of “ spiritual desolation,” who could 
not silently step into the awful guiph which, ac- 
cording to Mr. Burt’s information, was yawning 
before him, has ventured to lift his voice, in be- 
half of himself and neighborhood, to show, that 
their danger is not quite so imminent, as the or- 
ator’s imagination has painted it. 

He has extracted, from the Gazetteer of that 
State, a table of the number of inhabitants,school 
districts, and stated preachers, included in the 
regions referred to by theOrator. It appears, 
that in eighty-one towns there are one hundred 
and seven thousand one hundred and sixty-nine 
inhabitants, one hundred and eight regular 
preachers of the gospel, besides several societies 
of Friends, and one large society of Shakers, all 
of whom can enjoy the benefit of religious in- 
struction on the Sabbath. There are, besides, 
in this region of spiritual darkness, six hundred 

eand fifty-two school districts, thirteen incorpor- 
ated academies, religious and charitable institu- 
tions in almost every town, and a Bible Society 
which remitted to the American Bible Society 
during the Jast year eiglit thousand three hund- 
red and ninety six dollars !—Salem Observer. 





From a Troy (N. Y.) Paper. 

LIGHTS SPRIGING UP IN THE SOUTH. 

It seems from recent occurrences at the The- 
ological Seminary at Princeton, N. J. that there 
have arisen serious difficulties and warm con- 
troversies among the Presbyterian Clergy, rel- 
ative to the propriety and consistency of creeds 
and confession of faith in the Church. The 
The Rev. Mr. Duncan, Pastor of a Presbyteri- 
an Church at Baltimore, was called on, the last 
year, to deliver a discourse before the Directors 
and Students of this Seminary. In compliance 
with the invitation, he delivered the discourse, 
and in it, he endeavored to show the impropriety 
and danger of using, and trusting, in human 
creeds, confessions of faith, catechisms, &c. 
more than the Bible, which ought to be the on- 
ly rele of faith and practice. This Discourse 
excited the indignation and drew forth the cen- 
sure of some Presbyterian sticklers for creeds 
and confessions. At the opening of the nex 
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session, Dr. Miller addressed an introductory 
lecture to the Students of the Theological Sem- 
inary, selecting for its subject, ‘ The utility and 
importance of creeds and confessions.’ This 
put Mr. Duncan on his defence, and provoked 
a reply : he has now published a work of near- 
ly 300 pages entitled, “‘ Remarks, on the Rise, 
Use, and unlawfulness of creeds, and confessions 
of faith, in the Church of God ;” in direct op- 
position to the now existing practice among 
Presbyterians. Both of these gentiemen have 
their friends and their parties. What the re- 
sult will be, we cannot tell: but should not be 
surprised if it should terminate in an open sep- 
aration, as a similar controversy about Church 
Government and discipline among the Metho- 
dists, did a short time since. Should this be 
the case, we shall probably have in that denom- 
ination, the Old Standing and Reformed Pres- 
byterians. We sincerely pray that if any re- 
JSormation is produced, it may be one, “ pers 
fect and entire, wanting nothing. 





FROM TH£ UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 

The scriptures abound in representations 
that the Lorp is gracious and merciful, forgiv- 
ing iniquity transgression and sin; and yet 
that he will by no means clear the guiliy ; and 
will render to every man according to bis works. 
Query. Can an instance be found in scripture, 
of divine pardon having been extended to any 
sinful mortal without the infliction of suitable 
chastisement on the offender ? Look at Moses, 
Eli, and David, three distinguished saints.— 
For a rash unadvised speech, the first was not 
suffered to enter into the Canaan which he-so 
anxiously desired ; the second for not restrain- 
ing, and turning out of effice, his vile sons, had 
the divine sentence denounced against him.— 
“that there should not be an old man in his 
house for ever ;” the third, for adultery, and 
murder, was told from the Lord, “that the 
sword should never depart his house!” Yet it 
is added, “ the Lord hath put away thy sin.” 
Hence it appears that Eli and David, though 
pardoned, to a kind of everlasting punishment ! 
Of Zacharias it was always said “he was 
righteous, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless :” yet 
for disbelieving the joyful tidings that he should 
be the father of John the Baptist, he was pun- 
ished with dumbness for the greater part of a 
year. Poor Peter for denying his Lord, wept 
bitterly ere he felt forgiveness. 

Now let me ask, does not the righteons Judge 
of all the earth in kindness,chastise all delin- 
quents, before he permits them to enjoy the 
manifestations of his pardoning mercy ? 





Anecdote.—Two Clergymen, conversing to- 
gether of the doctrine of the final universal sal- 
vation of all men, very much wondered at each 
other ; one held that all for whom Christ died 








should certainly be saved, but that he did not 
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die for all. The other, that he died for all, but 
that all would not be saved, because they would 
not come tohim. Said the latter to the former, 
I am very much astonished at you, that you do 
not embrace that doctrine—For if I believed as 
you, I shonld, for nothing is more clear from 
scripture, than that Christ died for all. The 
former auswered, I as much wonder at you,that 
you do not embrace it, I am sure I should if 1 
believed as you, for if he died for all, there is no 
power on earth or hell can hinder their salva- 
tion; He cannot be disappointed. Remark. 
Could one of these clergymen believe in the 
certainty of Christ’s saving those for whom he 
died, and the other credit Paul when he says he 
tasted death for every man, they might rejoic- 
ingly trust in God’s promise to Abraham, in 


Christ shall all the families of the earth be bles-. 


sed. What is this blessing ? God sent Christ 
to bless you, in turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities. Let each believe the truth 
which God has revealed and they will be free 
indeed. 





It has been eloquently and truly said, that 
*¢ if Christianity were compelled to flee from 
the mansiuns of the great, the academies of phi- 
losophers, the halls of legislators, or the throng 
of busy men, we should find her last retreat 
with woman at the fireside ; her last altar would 
be the female heart; lier last audience would 
be the children gathered around the knees of a 
mother ; her last sacrifice, the secret prayer, 
escaping in silence from her lips; and heard, 
perhaps, only at the throne of God.” 





A DAMNED SINNER! 


We hope the reader has not been excessively 
alarmed on reading our caption line to this 
‘ article. If we were disposed to apologize, we 
should give the authority of dignified clergy- 
men who speak crooked and terrible words in 
the pulpit; and who by damning millions of 
mankind, certainly seem to authorize an indi- 
vidual to damn one solitary soul, at his leisure, 
when he can give in his reason the culprit’s 
confession of depravity sufficient 10 damn a 
world. 

The celebrated theolugical gladiator, the 
Parson W. L. M’Calla, in his discussion with 
Mr. Kneeland in Philadelphia, declared, 


“ {| verily believe, that since the commence- 
ment of this discussion, [ have sinned enough 
to damn a whole world, if God should impute 
it to them.” 

Reader, “ right in the face and eyes” of this 
declaration, the said W. L. M’Calla talked of 
the pernicious doctrine of* Universalism, and 
its immoral tendency! If Mr. M’Calla has 
told the truth of his own wickedness, and only 
a fraction of it is sufficient to damn a world, is 
it not a proper conclusion, that if his damning 
doctrine be true, he will most assuredly be 
damned himself ? 








Note—We were of opinion that Mr. M’Cal- 
la’s conduct during the Discussion was very 
wicked but confess ourselves indebted to him 
for a knowledge of the extent of his wicked 
proceedings. 





The Song of Moses, on the bank of the Red Sea. 

“ What magnificent concert filled the shores 
of the Red Sea, after Israel was passed over !— 
Every thing was suited to another. The words 
were adapted to the occasion; the music to the 
words; the performers to the music. There 
Moses, leading the bolder, rougher notes of 
manly voices; here Miriam the prophetess, 
his sister, in sweet accord, blending the softer 
harmony of the female strains with the notes of 
the Cimbrel, in praise of their great Deliverer. 
Never surely did such music strike the vault of 
heaven, and never shall it again, ‘till the ran- 
somed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zi- 
on with songs, and everlasting joy upon their 
heads ; when they shall obtain joy and glad- 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away ;’ 
—never, till the song of Moses be closed with 
the song of the Lamb !” 


SSE 
THE DYING CBRISTIAN. 


Sweet is the scene where virtue dies, 
When sinks a nghtevuus soul to rest, 
How mildly beam the closing eyes! 
How gently heaves the expiring breast! 


So fades a summer cloud away ; 

So sinks the gale when storms are o’er; 
So gently shuts the eye of day ; 

So dies the wave along the shore. 


Triumphant smiles the victor brow ; 
Fanned by some angel’s purple wing : 

Oh grave, where is thy victory now ? 
Invidious death, where is thy sting? 


A holy quiet reigns around ; ; 
A calm which nothing can destroy ; 
Nought can disturb that peace profound 
Which their unfettered souls enjoy. 


Farewell, conflicting hopes and fears, 
W here lights and shades alternate dwell, 
How bright the unchanging morn appears, 
Farewell, inconstant world, farewell! 


Its duty done, as sinks the clay, 

Light from its load the spirit flies . 
While heaven and earth combine to say 

** Sweet is the scene where virtue dies.” 





t7CORRECTION. 

Tre Genesee Branca Association or UNIVER- 
SALISTS will meet on the Last W ednesday and Thurs- 
day of this present month, at Parma, Monroe co. N. 
Y. Through mistake it was noticed in a former 
number of the Gospel Advocate, to take place on 
the third Wednesday and Thursday, &c. We hope 
this correction will prevent any serious incopvenien- 
ces. 
——— 
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